96. NEW IMMIGRATION ACT

ITS OBJECTIONABLE FEATURES

Mr. Gandhi has returned from Johannesburg. In a message
to him, General Smuts says that the current agitation by white
Railway workers leaves him no time for anything else, and he will,
therefore, think about the matter when conditions become a little
more peaceful. The following are the points in this Act which
remain to be settled:

1.    Indentured labourers who arrived after 1895 seem to lose
their right of settling down   [in  Natal]   on   the   expiry
of their term of indenture.

2.    The right of entry into the Gape which all Indians born
in South Africa have enjoyed seems to disappear.

3.    Indian marriages celebrated in South Africa must be re-
cognized as valid.    Moreover,  the term "monogamous"
used in the Bill must not be interpreted by the Government
to imply that any woman intending to immigrate should
be the only wife of her husband in India.    So long as the
husband does not have another wife in South Africa, there
should be no objection to the entry of such a woman.
Further, if any of those who are already resident in South
Africa have married twice in India, or here, both the wives
should be free to leave and return [to South Africa].

4.    An Indian entering the [Orange]   Free State   as   a fresh
immigrant should not be required to sign  the   declara-
tion that he has to at present.

5.    Particulars about the admission of Indians this year must
be settled.
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